Continental

1167

Contour

Though primarily a temporary and deliberative body, the Continental Congress became, by the acquiescence of the people, a provisional government, until the Articles of Confederation gave Congress a constitutional basis. The Official proceedings may be found in the Journals of Congress. Consult J. Fiske's Critical Period of American History.

Continental Shelf, Continental Ledge, or Continental Platform. On a hypsometric map of the globe each continent is seen to be bordered by a submarine platform or ledge, termed the Continental Shelf. This shelf is really a part of the continental unit, and is beneath sea level because the seas more than fill the true ocean basins. The contour line of 600 feet is used to define the margin of the continental blocks. The Old and New Worlds are united by it in the Bering Sea and Strait, but Australia is separated from them by deep waters. It forms a wider platform round the north continents. The shallow seas of these continental shelves are the richest fishing grounds in the world.

Continental System was Napoleon's plan for shutting Great Britain out from all connection with the continent of Europe. Napoleon saw that if he were to be successful he must attack Britain through her trade. But the latter had command of the seas, and Napoleon's only resource was to forbid the importation of British goods into the Continent. This was the object of the Berlin Decree, to which Britain answered with the Orders in Council of 1807, practically declaring the Continent in a state of blockade, and forbidding all trade.

Most of the countries of Europe were coerced by Napoleon into joining the Continental System; but with the breaking up of Napoleon's power it fell to the ground. Consult Cambridge Modern History.

Contingent Liability, a liability which is dependent upon some future event. Thus, if a bank underwrites $50,000 worth of shares in an issue by a new company, it incurs a contingent liability of $50,000.

Contingent Remainder, a remainder so limited as to depend upon a condition which may not be fulfilled until after the determination of the estate upon which the remainder is limited. > For example, if land is given to A for life, with remainder to the first son of B, and B has no son at the date of the grant, this is a contingent remainder, contingent on the birth of a son to B. As soon as a son is born, it becomes vested. See REMAINDER.

Continuity, in geometry, one of the most

important properties of functions. By the principle of continuity, theorems concerning real points or lines may be extended to imaginary ones. The principle states that if a certain number of solutions come from the nature of a particular problem, there will be the same number from every case even though some may be imaginary. The sum of angles of a quadrilateral is a perigon whether the quadrilateral is convex, concave, or cross. This principle was first stated by Kepler. Consult Forsyth's Theory of Functions; Hobson's Theory oj Functions (1907).

Contorted Strata. Among the rocks of the earth's crust, and especially those which are of greatest age, many have been subjected to great compression, which has thrown them into complicated folds, crushed them, and much

Contorted Strata, as Seen in a Quarry.

disturbed their bedding planes. Such rocks are said to be 'contorted'; and as the forces which produced these results are those which are active in mountain building, contorted strata are commonest in folded mountain ranges, such as the Himalayas, the Alps, the Appalachians.

Contours.

Contour, in physical geography, an outline. The form of the surface of the ground is commonly indicated on maps by contour lines drawn at fixed intervals, leach passing tlirough points at the same height above sea level